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PART A: Vocabulary

Directions: Choose the word ov phrase (1), (2), (3), or (4) that best completes

46-

47-

48-

each sentence. Then mark the answer on your answer sheet.

The conﬂlcts ---------------- no impact upon a decline that had apparcntly begun before
they took place.

1) bore 2) emerged 3} survived 4) connected

The ------nmeeue- for civil war was a dispute about the killing ot a caliph.

1) occupation 2) trngger 3) association 4) succession

The Shi’a and Kharijites differed in the qualifications they -------v--- to the office of the
caliphate.

1) retained 2) obtained 3) attached 4) acclaimed

He claimed that he had only acted under ------------ and so had not told the truth.

1) transformation 2) controversy 3) occupation 4) coercion

Political interests -------r-=n--- a closed hond between the two rulers.

1) forged 2) rooted 3) recited 4) emulated

He left a large sum of money in his will to Z--=--caeic a religious school and many other
buildings.

1) conduct 2) found 3) circulate 4) legitimisc

The ---—-=-=--=~ of Islamic buildings can be found in Spain.

1) conquests 2) politics 3) rempants 4) appellations

We cannot --------m----—-—- such an illogical belief to Islam,

1) assert 2) appoint 3) accomplish 4) attribute

Information about the time of the 12" Imam is very clear but —--mm-m--,

1) sparse 2) crucial 3) dvnamic 4) subordinate

The book is reliable because it refers to ~------------- documents about Shi*ism.

1) literal 2) genuine 3) converted 4) tentative

56-
57-
58-

PART B: Cloze Test
Directions: Read the following passage and decide which choice (1), (2), (3), or
(4) best fits each space. Then mark the correct choice on your answer sheet.

If the conquest movement was an important ingredient in the success of early Islam, it
is also very hard to describe. Neither their precise course nor their chronology can be
established (56) ---------- . In some instances, there is no prospect for recovering any
authentic history; (57) ---------- . a carcful examination of the Arabic sources, (58) ----------
the judicious use of non-Islamic sources when they are available, can lead to a reliable
sequence. an outline chronology and a small handful ol solid facts. (59) ---------- is
appropriately schematic.

As we have seen, Muhammad's jihad in the Hijaz was the ultimate inspiration for the
conquests that would follow his death: but at least (60) ---------- Syria is concerned. their
actual trigger seems to have been the small battles and skirmishes that are said to have
broken out upon the Prophet’s death, when tribesmen repudiated treaties negotiated by
Muhammad.

1) in any detail 23 with no detail 3) in no details 4) with any details
1) the other 2) in others 3) in the other 4) there are others
1) combining to 2) combines with 3) combined with 4y which is combined to
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1} Following 2) The follow 3) What follows 4) Following that
1) far from 2) so far as 3) so far from 4) as far as

PART C: Reading Comprehension

Directions: Read the following passages and answer the questions by choosing

the best choice (1), (2), (3), or (4). Then mark the correct choice on your
answer sheet.

Passage 1:

In the 4th/10th century certain conditions again prevailed which aided greatly the spread
and strengthening of Shi'ism. Among them were the weaknesses that appeared in the central
Abbasid government and administration and the appearance of the Buyid rulers. The Buyids,
who were Shi'ite, had the greatest influence not only in the provinces of Persia but also in the
capital of the caliphate in Baghdad. and even upon the caliph ~himsell. This new strength of
considerable proportions enabled the Shi'ites to stand up before their opponcnts who previ-
ously had tried to crush them by relying upon the power of the caliphate. It also made it
possible for the Shi’ites to propagate their religious vicws openly.

As recorded by historians, during this century most of the Arabian peninsula was Shi’ite
with the exception of some of the big cities. Even some of the major cities like Hajar, Uman,
and Sa’dah were Shi'ite. In Basra, which had always been a Sunni city and competed with
Kufa which was considered a Shi’ite center. there appeared a notable group of Shi’ites. Also in
Tripoli, Nablus, Tiberias. Aleppo. Nayshapur, and lerat there were many Shi’ites, while Ahwaz
and the coast of the Persian Gulf on the Persian side were also Shi’ite.

At the beginning ol this century Nasir Utrush, after many years of propagation of his
religious mission in northern Persia, gained power in Tabaristan and established a kingdom
which continued for several generations after him. Before Utrush, Hasan ibn Zayd al-’Alawi
had reigned from many years in Tabaristan. Also in this period the Fatimids, who were
Isma’ili, conquered Egypt and organized a caliphate which lasted for over two centuries
(296/908-567/1171). Often disputation and fighting occurred in major cities like Baghdad,
Cairo and Nayshapur between Shi’ites and Sunnis, in some of which the Shi’ites would gain
the upper hand and come out victorious.

According to the passage, it is NOT true that ~~----cememe—- .
1) Basra was mainly a Sunni city

2) the Buyids benefited the caliphate

3) the Arabian peninsula was dominated by Shi‘ites in the 4" century
4) Shi’ites weakened the Abbasid government

Before the Buyid rulers, the Shi’ites ~----------- .

1) were not favored by the caliphate

2) collaborated with Isma’ili

3) expanded some exceptional cities

4) were a notable group in Baghdad

The phrase “this century” refers to ----—--—-—,

1) the 20" century

2) the years 300-399

3) years before al-"Alawi gained power

4} the period the last generation after Utrush was in power
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The paragraph before this passage most probably mentions ------------ ;
1) Shi*ism from 4™ to 10" centuries

2) the government of the Buyids

3) some reasons for the rising power of Shi’ism

4) provinces of Persia influenced by Shi‘ism

The word “prevailed” (line 1) is closest in meaning to -----------—- .
1) prevented 2) changed 3) explained 4) existed
According to the passage, Sunnis ~-------------- .

1) defeated Shi'ites in Baghdad

2) helped the Fatimids conquer Egypt

3) come to powcr after the 4th century

4) were in conflict with Shi’ites in a number ol cities

The word “It” (as underlined in paragraph 1) refers to -------—--uem-- .

1) power 2) crushing 3) the new strength  4) the caliphate

Passage 2:

One solution to the problem of Hijaz's cultural insularity is thus to pull Islamic origins
entirely out of Arabia and into the Late Antique Fertile Crescent of the eighth and ninth
centuries. The second, which is more promising. is to pull Late Antiquity into the seventh
century Hijaz. For the morc cvidence we have that it was open to the political. cultural and
religious currents of Lale Antiquity. the easier it is for us to understand not merely the Qur’an,
that “text without a context. but also carly Islam more generally. There is disappointingly little
of it that we can securely date to the sixth and early seventh centuries, however. (Arguments
for Christian, Jewish or Manichaean influence upon Muhammad and his contemporaries
typically adduce the biographical and historical tradition, especially Prophetic sira, which
generally dates from eighth and ninth century Irag; until the genesis and transmission of this
tradition are understood more fully, evidence such as this is far from clinching.) The political
and cultural circumstances for Arabian archacology are admittedly very unfavourable. but,
such as the archaeology is, it yields virtually no sure evidence for the extension of political and
cultural influences from the Late Antique heartland into the sixth and seventh century Ilijaz:
this contrasts with carlier periods and other regions of Arabia. particularly the south and the
east, which, according to the material and historical record. were frequently brought into the
otbit of the Byzantine and Sasanian empires. To assemble the thin evidence for local
monotheisms, we must fall back upon the incidental references in the slim non-lslamic
tradition, and, as we have already seen, the testimony of the one text that was generated in the
seventh century Hijaz: the Qur’an.

The author believes that the first way to solve the cultural insularity of the Hijaz ~--------- .
1) is entirely original 2) is not fully promising

3) leads to the second solution 4y can only applied to the region out of Arabia
The word “virtually” can best be replaced by -----=------

1) practically 2) spiritually 3 plobabh 4) totally

According to the passage, it is true that -------—--- .

1) archaeological information about Arabia is far from decisive

2) the Hijaz was located in the south of Arabia

3) Muhammad was mostly influenced by Jewish traditions

4) Late Antiquity lasted for one century
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The word “it” (as underlined in line 4) refers to -------------- .
1) crescent 2) insularity 3) Antiquity 4) Hijaz

72-

The first sentence in the passage ------------ .

1) offers the only one solution

2) does not state the cultural problem fully

3) is against the rest of the passage

4) function to state the main purpose of the study
The last sentence in the passage --«-~---—-- .

1) is about the fall of the Hijaz

2) shows the importance of monotheism

3) suggests that the evidence is not sufficient

4) is about texts written on the Qur’an

The word “adduce” is closest in meaning to -----=-emeeu-- .
1) mention 2) increase 3) include
According to the passage, the Hijaz ---~------- .

1) was mentioned in texts several times

2) seemed to be influenced by late Antiquity
3) was located out of Arabia in the 6 century
4) was founded in the 7" century

4) prove
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