




















2 English Language I 

A. Literary and Mystic Terms

biography, comedy, criticism, elegy, epic, epigram, essay, literary criticism, 

lyric, novel, satire, structure, style, tragedy 

biography (n) 

story ora person's life wrilten by sb else 

comedy (n) 

light or amusing play or film, usually with a happy ending 

criticism (n) 

judgment on a work of art, literature, etc. 

elegy (n) 

poem or song expressing sorrow, especially for the dead; lament 

epic (n) 

long poem about the deeds of one or more great heroes, or a nation· s past 

history 

epigram (n) 

short poem or saying expressing an idea in a clever and amusing way 

essay (n) 

piece of writing, usually short and in prose, on any subject 

literary criticism (np) 

the branch of study concerned with defining, classifying, explaining and 

evaluatung works of literature 

lyric (n) 

words of a song, e.g. in a musical. play; lyric poem 

novel (n) 

book-length story in prose about either imaginary or historical characters 

satire (n) 

piece of writing, play, film, etc that makes fun of a person or wicked 

behavior in an amusing way 
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structure (n) 

the way in which parts are formed and arranged together 

style (o) 

the manner of writing or speaking 

tragedy (n) 

Genre 3 

serious play wilh a sad ending; (branch of drama that consists of such a play) 

B. General Terms

hierarchy, numerous, species 

hierarchy (n) 

a system with grades of authority or status from the lowest to the highest 

numerous (adj) 

very many 

species (n) 

sort; type; kind 

Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

A. Insert "T" for true and "F" for false statements.

I. .......... Genre is often the same as literary fom1. 

2 . .......... Genre is an English term for, a literary type or class. 

3 ........... According to the text, there are two groups of genres: classical 

groups and new groups. 

B. Choose a, b, c or d, whichever best completes each item.

I. The major classical genres were epic,----, lyric, comedy and satire . 

a. short lyric b. epigram 

c. novel d. tragedy 
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10 English Language J

simply (adv) 

merely; only 

subject matter (np) 

content of a book, speech, etc., esp. as contrasted with the style 

vary (v) 

be different in size, volume, strength, etc. 

Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

A. Insert "T" for true and "F" for false statements.

l .  .......... Form only refers to a Literary genre or type. 

2 . .......... All critics believe that form is like a container. 

3 . ........... Neoclassic critics thought of the fon11 as a central c1itical 

concept. 

B. Choose a, b, c or d, whichever best completes each item.

I. Form is one of the rectuTent discussed term in -----

a. poetry

c. essay

b. novel

d. literary c1iticism

2. ______ consider fom1 as a combination of component parts.

a. All critics b. Poets

c. Neoclassic critics

II. Vocabulary Exercises

d. Literary critics

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right column. 

--- I. elemental a. presupposition
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Lesson 3 

Style 

"Style" is the manner of linguistic expression in prose or verse - it is how a 

speaker or writer says whatever he says. The characteristic style of a work or 

a writer may be analyzed in terms of its diction, or characteristic choice of 

words; its sentence structure and syntax; the density and types of its 

5 figurative language; the patterns of its rhythm and of its component sounds; 

and its rhetorical aims and devices. 

In traditional theo1·ies of rhetoric, styles were classified into three main 

levels: the high (or grand), the middle (or mean), and the low (or base, or 

plain) style. The doctrine of decorum required that the level of style in a 

Io work be appropriate to the speaker, the occasion, and the dignity of its 

literary genre. 

A very large set of tem1s are used to classify types of style, such as 

"pure," "0111ate," "norid," 'gay," "sober," "simple," "elaborate," and so on. 

Styles are also classified according to a literary period or tradition ("the 

1 s metaphysical style," "Restoration prose style"); according to an innuential 

work ("Biblical style," euplwism); according to a type of use ("a scientific 

style," "journalese"); or according to the distinctive practice of an individual 

author (the "Shakespearean" or "Miltonic style") 
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16 English Language I 

plain (adj) 

easy to ee. hear or understand; clear 

sober {adj) 

serious and thoughtful; solemn; (of color) not bright; dull 

temporal (adj) 

of or connected with time 

uniformly (adv) 

regularly: steadily 

vogue (n) 

popularity; fashion 

Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

A. Insert "T" for true and "F" for false statements.

I ............. The entence structure and yntax are related to the style of a

prose or verse. 

2 ............. Style i sometimes cla ified according to the genre. 

3 ............. High, Middle and Low are three main levels in the classification 

of the tyle. 

8. Choose a, b, c or d, whichever best completes each item.

I. In traditional theorie , ------- was an important principle

because the level of style in a work had lo be appropriate to the peaker

and the dignity of its literary genres.

a. decomm b. structure

c. diction d. syntax

2. One of the types of style is the Miltonic style, which 1s classified

according to-----

a. language

c. individual author 

b. period

d. level
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Style 17 

II. Vocabulary Exercises

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right column. 

1. influential
--

a. average

-- 2. dignity b. persuasive

3. mean c. nobleness
--

4. concise d. brief
--

B. Choose the best Persian equivalent of the following terms.

1. decorum

2. figurative language

3. cuphuism

4. diction

j�I(� 

j� (.) 

j�I(� 

(f!J 0 .;1) c�

C. Fill in the blanks with the following words.

v'� (�I

la:.:,:. I ( .; C

a. mean b. decorum c. base d. epic e. high

In the Renaissance a scheme of three stylistic levels was adopted, 

distinguishing the ...... 1 ••..••• or 'grand' style from the middle or ...... 2 
.••••••

style and low or ...... 3 
....... style. The principle of ...... 4 

....... held that 

certain subjects required particular levels of style, so that an 

should be written in the grand style. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Lesson 4 

Motif and Theme 

A motif i an element - a type or incident. device, or formula - which recurs 

frequently in literature. The "loathly lady" who turns out to be a beautiful 

princess is a common motif in folklore. 

Common in lyric poems is the ubi suot motif, or "where-are" formula 

5 for lamenting the vanished past ("where are the snows of yesteryear?"). 

another is the carpe diem motif, whose nature is sufftcienlly indicated by 

Robert I lerrick's title, ·'To the Virgins. lo Make Much of Time." An older 

term for such recurrent poetic concepts or formula is Lhe topos (Greek for 

"a commonplace"). The tenn ''motif," or the German leitmotif (a guiding 

1 o motif), is also applied to the frequent repetition of a significant phrase or el 

description in a single work, as in the operas of Richard 'vVagner, or in 

novels by Thomas Mann, James Joyce, Virginia Woolf, and William 

Faulkner. 

Theme: the central idea or ideas examined by a writer in the course of 

15 a book.. Sometimes this idea i simply explored, its important details laid 

bare lo the reader, but more often the writer presents certain conclu ion as 
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22 English Language 1 

rebellion (n) 

open (esp. armed) resistance to the established government; re i lance to 

authority or control 

recur (v) 

happen again; happen repeatedly 

reign (n) 

(period of) rule of a king or queen 

significant (adj) 

important; considerable 

sufficiently (adv) 

enough 

vanish (v) 

disappear completely and suddenly 

whilst (while) (conj) 

during lhe time Uiat; when 

Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

A. Insert "T" for true and '·F" for false statements.

I. .......... According to the passage there are four types of motif.

2 . .............. The fonnula of the ubi sum motif is '"where-are" for lamenting 

the vani hed past. 

3 . .......... There is no difference between theme a111d the subject of a book. 

8. Choose a, b, c, or d, whichever best completes each item.

I. The ------ is what the book is wrinen about and its----­

i the author's idea about that subject.

a. motif - theme

c. theme - motif

b. theme - subject

d. subject - theme
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Motif and Theme 23 

2. The theme of Shakespeare's Henry IV Part I is-----

a. kingship, politics, and death

b. Money, politics, and rebellion

c. kingship, politics, and rebellion

d. Money, politics, and love

II. Vocabulary Exercises

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right column. 

---1. recur a. disappear
--- 2. description b. repeatedly
---3. frequently c. explanation
--- 4. vanish d. happen again

B. Choose the best Persian equivalents of the following terms.

I. rnoti f

<½,loJ. (� '½Lo.;J;" (�I

"-' l., (,) - . �y(c_ 

2. subject

..... <-:-, (� �y (�I

) \.:.;,:. l,.. ( ,) '½ LoJ. <c 
3. carpe diem

t>JJ� Jlk.. (� � iJJJ" (�\ 

� i':} (.,
u:

.:i1 U <c 
4. theme

�Li(� ._(, (�I .;::; 

�l., ()- . '½. L. 0 JJ) <c 
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24 English Language I 

C. Fill in the blanks with the following words.

a. theme b. leitmotif

r. lyric poetry

c. significant d. folk tales e. incident

Motif, a situation, incident, idea, image, or character type that is found in 

many literary works, ...... 1 ••••••• , or myths; or any element of a work that is 

elaborated into a more general ...... 2 
••••••• • ln European ...... 3 

••••••• the ubi 

sunt motif and the carpe diem motif are commonly found. Where an image, 

•...•• 
4 
....•.• , or other element is repeated ...... 5 

••..•.• within a single work, it 

is more commonly referred to as a ...... " ....... . 
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Lesson 5 

Essay 

Any brief composition in prose that undertakes to discuss a matter, express a 

point or view, or persuade us to accept a thesis on any subject whatever. The 

essay dirters from a "treatise" or "dissertation" in its lack or pretension to be 

a systematic and complete exposition, and in being addressed to a general 

5 rather than a specialized audience. 

A useful distinction is that between the formal and informal essay. The 

formal essay is relatively impersonal: the author writes as an authority, or at 

least as highly knowledgeable, on the subject and expounds it in an ordered 

and thorough fashion. Examples will be found among the serious articles on 

10 current topics and is ues in any of the magazines addressed to a thoughtful 

audience - Harper ·s. Commenta,y, Scient(fic American. and so on. In the 

informal essay (on "familiar" or "personal essay"), the author assumes a 

tone or intimacy with his audience, tends to be concerned with everyday 

things rather than with public affairs or specialized topics, and writes in a 

15 relaxed, self-revelatory, and oflen whimsical fashion. 

Montaigne coined the word essay when, in 1580, he gave the title 

Essais to his first publication. Francis Bacon, late in the I 61h century, 

inaugurated the English use of the term in his own series of Essays, such as 
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Essay 29 

2. The formal essay 1s and the informal essay 1s 

a. impersonal - personal

b. nontechnical - personal

c. personal - impersonal

d. impersonal - nontechnical

II. Vocabulary Exercises

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyn1s in the

right columm. 

--- I. exposilion a. fanciful

--- 2. distinction b. short

---3. brief c. difference

--- 4. whimsical d. explanation

B. Choose the best Persian equivalents of the following terms.

1. prose

;:, ('--:-'

o\.; § .)l.:...,b (.) 

2. essay

3. literature

4. tone

0 \.j § \JI;_., b ( '-7"' 

.Jlio (.) 

15-.)\ ..:..51; ('--:-' 

4-i l:--\s. � (.) 

15-.)\ ..:..51; ('--:-' 

0jJ (.) 

.)l,..) ( u.ll 

vi.:.$-� j Cc 

• � (u.ll
v-: 

0l;.;.)I (C 
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30 English Language I 

C. Fill in the blanks with the following words.

a. relaxed b. dissertation c. composition d. thorough

e. the French writer

Essay is a short written . . . . . . . . . . . . . in prose that discusses a subject or 

proposes an argument without claiming to be a complete or ...... 2 
•••••••

exposition. A minor literary form, the essay is more ...... 3 
....... than the 

formal academic ...... � ........ The term was coined by ...... 5 
....... Michel de 

Montaigne in the title of Essa is ( 1580), the first modem example of the 

form. 
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32 English Language I 

Main Points of the text 

- The introducing or ode a a long lyric poem

- The classifying of ode into three groups:

- the regular or Pindaric ode

- the irregular ode

- the Horatian ode

A. Literary and I\1lystic Terms

drama� mood, ode 

drama (n) 

plays as a branch of literature and as a performing art 

mood (n) 

atmo phere 

ode (n) 

(usually long) poem expressing noble feelings. often written to a person or 

thing, or celebrating some special events 

B. General Terms

abstract, chant. concept. construction, disregard. elevated, eulogize. glorify, 

imitation, instance, massive, pas ionate. private, proclamation, prototype, 

stimulate, vary, visionary 

abstract (adj) 

Existing in thought or as an idea but not having a physical or practical 

existence 

chant (v) 

sing or shout (sth) rhythmically and repeatedly 

concept (n) 

idea underlying th; general notion 
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34 English Lungungc I 

Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

A. Insert "T" for true and "F" for false statements.

I. .......... The founder of ode was Norman Maclean, whose odes were

modeled on songs. 

2 . .......... An ode is a long lyric poem which has a serious subject, and 

elevated style. 

3 . .......... The earlier English odes were written to praise something such as 

person, or al a time of day, or abstract, or the arts of music or poetry. 

B. Choose a, b, c or d, whichever best completes each item.

I. Odes in which the same form of stanza is repeated regularly

(homoslrophic) are called------

a. regular odes b. Pindaric odes

c. irregular odes d. l lorotion odes

2. In the irregular ode the stanzaic structure is changed in accordance with

shifts in------ and mood.

a. structure

c. style

b. tone

d. subject

IL Vocabulary Exercises 

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right column. 

---1. massive 

--- 2. inslance 

--3. shift 

--- 4. eulogize 

a. praise

b. change

c. large

d. example
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1. Imagery is used, more na1Towly, to signify only descriptions of

visible objects and scenes, especially if the description is vivid and 

particularized, as in Coleridge's "Ancient Mariner": 

The rock shone bright, the Kirk no less, 

That stands above the rock: 

The moonlight steeped in silentness 

The steady weathercock. 

2. Most commonly, imagery is used to signify figurative language,

especially the vehicles of metaphors and similes. Recent criticism, and 

especially the new criticism, has gone far beyond older criticism in stressing 

imagery, in this sense, as the essential component in poetry, and as a major 

30 clue to poetic meaning, structure, and effect. 

Caroline Spmgeon, in her very influential book *Shakespeare ·s Jmage,y 

and What It Tells Us ( 1935), made statistical counts of the subjects of this 

type of imagery in Shakespeare, and used the results as clues to Shakespeare's 

personal experiences, interests, and temperament. She also pointed out the 

35 frequent occurrence in Shakespeare's plays or "image-clusters" (recurrent 

groupings of metaphors and similes), and presented evidence that a number of 

the individual plays have characteristic image motif (for example, animal 

imagery in King Lear, and the figures of disease, corruption, and death in 

Hamlet); these elements she viewed as establishing the overall tonality of a 

40 play. Many critic have joined Miss Spurgeon in the search for images, i1nage 

patterns, and "thematic imagery" in works of literature. By some critics the 

implicit interaction of the imagery, rather than the explicit statements, or the 

ove,t speeches and actions of the characters, is held to constitute the working 

out of the primary subject, or "theme," of many plays, and novels. 
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42 Eng.lish Language 1 

2. ______ can be considered in the range of the experiences of the

reader of a poem and elements that make up a poem.

a. motif b. simile

c. imagery d. metaphor

II. Vocabulary Exercises

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right column. 

--- I. narrowly a. clear

--- 2. perception b. closely

--- 3. explicit c. comprehension

--- 4. cluster d. group

B. Choose the best Persian equivalents of the follo\\ring terms.

1. imagery

LS r-4 I� ( '-:-" d--1.) jr' y (.....A.II 

LS .r..-¼ � (., LS}.r..� (c_ 

2. allusion

'½l:5 ('-:-" � (.....A.II 

� (.) �( C.
3. simile

if'G; (� � ( .....A.II 

j�I (.) i4-:I (c_ 

4. metaphor

,4-:1 (� �l:.1� ( .....A.II 

o),.: ..... I (.) j�l(
c_ 
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Imagery 43 

C. Fill in the blanks with the following words.

a. pictures b. similes c. images d. tigurative e. symbols

The imagery of a literary work comprises the set of ...... 1 ....... that it uses; 

these need not be mental. ..... 2 •.•.••• , but may appeal Lo senses other than

sight. The term has often been applied particularly to the ...... 3 
..•..•. language 

in a work, especially to its metaphors and ...... 4 
....... . Images suggesting 

further meanings and associations in ways thal go beyond the fairly simple 

identifications of metaphor and simile are often called ...... 5 
....... . 
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Main Points of the text 

- NizamT Ganru.awi as one of the greatest Persian poets and thinkers.

- Hi life

- His work

- Makhzan al-Asrar

A. Literary Terms

epic, hero, image, metaphor, metre, motif 

epic (n) 

a long poem telling the story of the deeds of one or more great heroes or a 

nation's past history 

hero (n) 

the most important character in a play, poem, story, etc 

image (n) 

mental picture or idea; figure of speech; simile; metaphor 

metaphor (n) 

example of the use of a word or phrase to indicate something different from 

(though related in ome way to) the literal meaning 

metre (n) 

a panicular arrangement of words in poetry, such as iambic pentameter 

(determined by the kind and number of metrical units in a line) 

motif (n) 

a recurrent thematic element in an a1tistic or literary work 

B. General terms

achievement, astronomy. bestow, emulation, enigmatic, erroneous, ethic, 

hono1i fie, jurisprudence, lucid, scholar. span, synthesis 
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synthesis (n) 

NIZAMi GAN DJ A Wi 49 

combining of separate parts, elements, etc., to fonn a complex whole 

Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

Choose a, b, c or d , whichever best completes each item. 

l. Nizami was the pre-eminent master of ................ . 

a. the lyric poem b. the histo,ical prose

c. the short story d. the romantic epic

2. The similarity between Nizami's Makhzan al-Asrar and Sana'T's HandTkat

al-Hakiha is in .............. . 

a. the metre b. the genre

c. the number of couplets d. the date of U1eir completion

11. Vocabulary Exercises

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right column.

---1. span a. give

---2. enigmatic b. incon-ect

---3. erroneous c. mysterious

---4. bestow d. period

B. Choose the best Persian equivalents of the following terms.

--- I. metaphor a . •  JL..:.....1 

---2. metre 

---3. epic 
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Lesson 9 

LEO TOLSTOY 

Count Lev Nikolaevich Tolstoy (1928 -1910), Russian prose writer. He was 

born ut Yasnaya Polyana, his mother's estate near Tula (about 130 miles 

South of Moscow), on August 28, 1828. Tolstoy lost both parents early in his 

life and was brought up by his aunts. He went to the University of Kazan 

5 between 1844 and 1847, drifted along aimlessly for a few years more, and in 

1851 became a cadet in the Caucasus. As an artillery oflicer he saw action in 

the wars with the mountain tribes and again, in 1854-55, during the Crimean 

war against the French and English. Tolstoy had written fictional 

reminiscences of his childhood while he was in the Caucasus; during the 

10 Crimean war he wrote war stories, which established his literary reputation. 

[n the first years of his married life, between 1863 and 1869, he wrote 

his enormous novel War and Peace. The book made him famous in Russia 

but was not translated into English until long aflerward. Superficially, War 

and Peace is an historical novel about the Napoleonic invasion of Ru sia in 

15 1812. a huge swarming epic of a nation's resistance to the foreigners. But 

War and Peace is not only an impressive and vivid panorama of historical 

events but also a profound story. 
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Tolstoy's next long novel, Anna Karenina ( 1875-77), resumes this 

second thread of War and Peace. 

20 H.c caught cold on the train journey South and died in the house of the 

stationmaster of Astapova, on November 20, 1910. 

Main Points of the text 

- Count Leo Toi toy as a Russiain prose writer

- His life

- his works

A. Literary Terms

fiction, thesis play. 

fiction (n) 

type of literature (eg novels, stories) describing imaginary events and people. 

thesis play (n) 

a drama which deals with a specific social problem and, very probably, 

offers a solution. This type of drama is also known as problem or 

propaganda play 

B. G-eneral Terms

artillery, cadet, convey, cult, drift, estate, rutility, in1pressive, invasion, 

panorama, profound, resist, resume, tract, vivid 

artillery (n) 

heavy guns (often mounted on wheels) used in fighting on land. 

cadet (n)

young person training to become a policeman or an officer in the armed 

forces 
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C. Fill in the blanks with the following words.

a. tmthful b. care c. hypocrisy d. realistic

Tolstoy's roots as a novelist are part of another, older ...... 1 ....... , tradition. 

He read and knew the English writers of the eighteenth century, though he 

did not ...... 2 
....... for the recent French writers, except for Guy de 

Maupassant, who struck him as ...... 3 
••••••• and useful in his struggle against 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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SADi 61 

2. lo creation of the persona, there is a similarity between SadT and an

English writer by the name of ............... . 

a. Geoffrey Chaucer b. William Shakespeare

c. John Milton d. John Donne.

11. Vocabulary Exercises

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right column. 

--- I . elegance a. ask for

---2. reliable b. beauty

---3. claim c. dependable

4. renowned d. famous

B. Choose the best Persian equivalents of the following terms.

--- I. persona a. :.JjJ

---2. prose b . .:,:,J 

---3. tone C. ,.SJl;

C. Fill in the blanks ,vith the following words.

a. famous b. translated c. languages d. present

The most ...... 1••••• •• of Sad1·s works, which from his own times to the 

•.•.•• 
2 
.•..•.• moment have been included a text books in Per ia.n-speaking 

regions, and have been ...... 3 
••••••• into almo t all the living ..... :

1
• • • • • • • of 

the world, are his Gulislan and Bustan. 
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play which examine the state of England and, in particular, it political 

structure with regard to the all-important is ue of kingship 

imagery (n) 

use of figurative language to produce pictures in the minds of reader and 

hearers 

romance (n) 

imaginative love tory; literature of this kind 

sonnet (n) 

type of poem containing 14 lines, each of 10 syllables, and with a formal 

pattern of rhymes 

tragedy (n) 

a seriou play that ends adly, especially with the main character's death 

tragicomedy (n) 

a play or story with both sad and funny parts 

B. General Terms

ado, alderman, anthology. bailiff, conjectural, eventually. extinction, fruitful, 

playwright, presumably, prominence, provinces, purport, shareholder, 

troupe. 

ado (n) 

anxious activity; trouble 

alderman (n) 

a member of a town, city, or county council, next in rank below the mayor 

anthology (n) 

collection or poems or pieces of prose on the same subject or by the same 

writer 

bailiff' (n) 

landlord's agent or steward; manager of an e talc or farm 
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conjectural (adj) 

based on guessing 

eventually (adv) 

in the end; al last 

extinction (n) 

action of making extinct; state of being extinct 

fruitful (adj) 

having many good results; productive or profitable; successful 

playwright (n) 

a writer of plays 

presumably (adv) 

probably 

prominence (n) 

Quality, fact, or state of being prominent; importance; emmence; 

conspicuousness 

provinces (n) 

the parts of a country that are distant from the main city and centre of 

government 

purport (v) 

be meant to seem (to be); claim or pretend 

shareholder (n) 

owner of shares in a business company 

troupe (n) 

group of performing artists, especially those of a circus or ballet 
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Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

Choose a , b, c or d, whichever best con1pletes each item. 

I. In 1592 Shakespeare was in .......... as an actor and a playwright. 

a. Stratford

c. London

b. Frankfurt

d. Italy

2. In 1593 Shakespeare published .................. which ,.vas a mythological-

erotic poem. 

a. Venus and Adonis

c. As you like it

II. Vocabulary Exercises

b. The phoenix and the Turtle

d. Titus Andronicus

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right colun111.

--- I. purpo11s 

---2. fruitful 

3. presumably

--- 4. eventually 

a. finally

b. pretend

c. probably

d. successful

B. Choose the best Persian equivalents of the following tern1s.

---l. history play 

---2. imagery 

---3. Sonnet 

a. 01}:-!j� •J.?

b. J.),

C. . l; �l.:....:.,L...;._r'-'...) • 

d.1.5} .;!.�

C. Fill in the blanks with the following words.

a. rich b. meditation c. vocabulary d. conceit
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The date when he 1inally completed his epic is recorded on its last 

page; "when I was 71 years of age the heavens paid homage to my poem; for 

35 years, in this transient world, I composed my work in the hope of a 

reward; as my efforts were spent for nothing, the e 35 years were without 

so result; now l am nearly 80 and all my hope has gone with the wind. The last 

episode of my epic was completed on the day of "arcf' (25' 11 day) of the 

month of is "is fendarmadh'', five times 80 years of the I ligjra having 

elapsed " (therefore in 400/25 February 1010). In other words, he has 

completed his poem at the age of 71 (in 400 A.H.), and when he was nearly 

ss 80 he added to it a note of the date of completion. He spent his last years at 

TGs. According to Dawlatshah, he died in 411/1020. 

Main Points of the text 

-Abu'l-kasim FirdawsT as one of the greatest writers of epic.

- His life

- His work

-Shahnama

A. Literary Terms

heroic, legend, satire, tale 

heroic (adj) 

showing the qualities of a HERO 

legend (n) 

an old story about great deeds and men of ancient times having slight 

possible base in truth 

satire (n) 

piece of writing, play, film, etc that makes fun of foolish or wicked behavior 

by making fun of it, often by using sarcasm and parody 
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revenue (n) 

income, especially the total annual income of the state from taxes, etc 

revive (v) 

come or bring something back into use, activity, fashion, etc 

strained (adj) 

unnatw·al, forced and artificial; not easy or relaxed 

talent (n) 

special or very great ability 

Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

Choose a, b, c or d, whichever best completes each item. 

1. FirdawsT accepted the writing of the Shahnama after the death of ........ . 

a. N izamT ArudT b. Sultan Mahmud

c. DakikI d. Abu mansur Mohammad

2. The �hahnarna of Abu'! Muayyad BalkhT is one of the oldest and most

famous ............... . 

a. lyric poems

c. couplet poems

II. Vocabulary Exercises

b. prose works

d. prose poems

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right column.

---1. incorporated a. income

---2. revenue b. united

---3. erudition c. learning
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---4. abruptly d. uddenly

B. Choose the best Persian equivalents of the following terms.

--- I. legend a. •;y:,-,1 .�u,

--- 2. satire b . ...rl....> 

---3. tale C. y.u>

d. jl::..,.I.)

C. Fill in the blanks with the following words.

a. honours b. claims c. present d. court

One of his biographers ...... 1 ....... that FirclawsT worked on his epic for 

some months at the ...... 2....... of Mahmud, who loaded him with 

...... 
3 

....... ; this report, like other similar ones, is not to be accepted; 

FirdawsT travelled to Ghazna simply to ...... 4 
....... his work. 
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A. Literary Terms

epic (refer to part 3) 

B. General Terms

HOMER 77 

bard, chieflain, colonist, destined, exhibit, fuse, grasp, interrelationship, 

landscape, magnificent, mainland, recitation, recovery, reserve, subtle, 

supreme, unmistakabl.e, vast, wrath. 

bard (n) 

poet; minstrel 

chieftain (n) 

leader of a tribe or clan; chief 

colonist (n) 

person who settles in an area and colonizes it 

destined (adj) 

having a future which has been decided or planned beforehand 

exhibit (v) 

show or display something for the public 

fuse (v) 

to unite; make into one 

grasp (n) 

understanding 

interrelationship (n) 

a close connection; mutual relationship 

landscape (n) 

a wide view of country scenery 

magnificent (adj) 

great, grand� generous, etc 
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mainland (n) 

a land mass considered without its islands 

outcome (n) 

an effect or result 

recitation (n) 

public delivery of passages of prose or poetry learnt by heart 

recovery (n) 

finding again (something stolen, lost, etc.) 

reserve (n) 

the act of keeping one's feelings and thoughts to oneself; self-restraint; 

discretion 

subtle (adj) 

organized in a clever and complex way; ingenious; cunning 

supreme (adj) 

most important; greatest 

unmistakable (adj) 

clearly recognizable or obvious; impossible to be mistaken 

vast (adj) 

very large in area, size, quantity or degree; immense 

wrath (n) 

extreme anger 

Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

Choose a, b, c or d, whichever best con1pletes each item. 

I. The subject of Iliad is ............... . 

a. peace

c. war

b. love

d. pride
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2. Each of these two epics has the ................. organization. 

a. romantic b. tragic

c. comic d. poetic

II. Vocabulary Exercises

HOMER 79 

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right colun1n.

---I. exhibit 

---2. grasp 

---3. magnificent 

---4. wrath 

a. understanding

b. display

c. grand

d. anger

B. Choose the best Persian equivalents of the following ternlS.

---I. epic 

---2. bard 

---3. ora I poet 

---4. recitation

a . ._;1_,.,,:. .r. jl 

b. JLl_;

C . .rl!. 

d. �l..i.;

e . .._,..L--

C. Fill in the blanks with the following words.

a. interpreters b. violence c. sentimerntal d. beauty

The poet accepts ...... 1 ••••••• as a basic aspect of human life and 

accepts it not only without questioning it but without sentimentality; for it is 

equally ...... 2 
•...••. to pretend that war is not ugly or to pretend that it 

doc n't have its ...... 3 
....... . After three thousand years, Homer is still one 

of war's greatest ...... 4 
••.•••• •
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there is the tomb of Mawlana's mother, Munina khatun. Baha al-DTn married 

his son Larende Lo Qiawhar Khatun, Lhe daughter of Sharaf al-DTn Lala. In 

the year 626/ 1228, at the request of the Salgjuk prince Ala al-Din kaykubad, 

20 the family moved lo Konya, where Baha al-Din Walacl died on 18 Rabi" II 

628/1231. 

On 26 Djumada II 642/ I 244 the wandering dervi h Shams al-Din 

Muhammad TabrTzT came to Konya and put up in the kJ1an of the sugar­

merchant . Djalal al-DTn met and talked to him; Shams asked him about the 

25 meaning of a saying of Bayazid Bistami, and Qialal al-Din gave the answer. 

According to Aflaki, .Qialal al-Din had already seen Shams once in 

Damascus. I lowever that moy be, the appearance of Shams-i Tabrizi made a 

decisive change in the life of Mawlana. In the Suli manner he fell in love 

with the dervish and took him into his home. I Ie constantly wore a black cap 

Jo (Kulah) and because of his restless wandering life was called parc111da "the 

llier". Although. as his Makalat show, he had the usual theological 

conceptions of his time, he tTied to keep Mawlana away from the study of 

books. S,hams showed Mawlana this way of SufT love, and Mawlana had to 

re-learn everything from him. Mawlana's love for Shnms-i TabrTzi turned 

35 him into a poet. Mawlana became all the more a poet, devoted himself to 

listening to music and to dancing (sama�), and found the lost Shams in 

himself. In most of his ghazals the takJ1allus is not his own name, but that of 

his mystic lover. Whether his religious ideas possess anything original 

besides the general mystical piety of his time will have to be shown by the 

40 analysis of his works, which are. 

I) The DTwan, containing ghazals and quatrains. His takhallus is

Khamu_h. This, however, is usually replaced with the name of Shams-i 

Tabriz. In some ghazals Salah al-Din also appears as the takhallus. 

2) Mathnawi-i Ma'nawi. Didactic poetical work in double verses, in six

45 daftars. The long poem was inspired by Husam al-Din Celebi, who 
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suggested to Mawlana that he hould produce something like the religious 

mathnawTs of Sana'T and cAttar. Maw:lana is supposed lo have al once pulled 

the famous eighteen verses of Lhe inlroduclion out of his mrban already 

written. We know only that between the first and second daftar was a pause 

50 of two years, caused by the death ofl lusam al-DTn's wife. The second dafu1r 

was started in 662/1263-4, as the poet says himself, the whole is composed 

very informally and without any thought of a well-planned structure. 

Thoughts hang together in free association; the interspersed stories are o�en 

interrupted and continued much later on. 

55 3) Fihi Ma Fih. Collection of Mawlana's sayings. (The title comes

from a verse of l.bn al-cArabT). 

4) Mawaciz Majalis-i Sab�a.

5) Maktubat.

Main Point of the text 

- Djalal al-DTn RumT known as Mawlana

- A Persian poet and founder of Mawllawiyya order of dervishes

- Mawlana's life

- Mawlana's meeting with Shams-i TabrTzT and his innuence on Mawlana

- MawlaJ1a's poetical works

A. Literary Terms

didactic, free association, quatrain, structure 

didactic (adj) 

intended for moral instruction or teaching 

free association (np) 

method of analysis in which a person says the first word that comes to his 

mind in response to the word spoken by the analyst 
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quatrain (n) 

poem, or verse of a poem, consisting of four lines 

structure (n) 

The way in which parts are formed and arranged together 

B. General Terms

assertion, bow, condecisive, dispute, enchant, family tree, hint, inten-upt, 

intersperse, liberation, merchant, piety, revelation. sanctity, sermon, turban, 

wandering, workshop 

assertion (n) 

action of claiming or stating forcefully; insistence 

bow (v) 

bend the head or body as a sign of respect or yielding 

decisive (adj) 

having a particular, important or conclusive effect 

enchant (v) 

to fill (someone)with delight 

family tree (n) 

a map or plan of lhe relationship of the members of a family, especially one 

that covers a long period 

hint (n) 

a small sign 

interrupt (v) 

to break the flow of (something continuous) 

intersperse (v) 

vary something by placing other things at irregular intervals among it 

liberation (n) 

setting free or being set free 
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merchant (n) 

a person who buys and sells goods, especially in large amounts in foreign 

countries 

piety (n) 

the showing and feeling of deep respect for God and religion 

sanctity (n) 

holiness; sacredness 

sermon (n) 

talk on a moral or religious subject, usually given by a clergyman from the 

pulpit during a religious service 

turban (n) 

a head-covering of Muslim origin, worn by men in parts of North Africa and 

Southern Asia, consisting of a long length of cloth wound tightly round the 

head 

wandering (n) 

moving from place to place without staying in any one place very long 

workshop (n) 

a room or place, as in a factory or business, where heavy repairs and jobs on 

machines are done 

Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

Choose a, b, c or d, whichever best completes each item. 

2. Shams was called "paranda" because of ............... . 

a. his meeting with Mawlana

b. Mawlana's love for him.

c. his bluntness
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d. his wandering life

3. One of the great works m Persian literature is M'awlana's ............. . 

which is a didactic poetical work in double verses. 

a. MathnawT-i MacnawT

b. Maktubat

c. DTwan

d. Fihi Ma Rh

II. Vocabulary Exercises

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right column.

---1. hfot a. clue

---2. assertion b. declaration

---3. interrupt c. insistence

---4. enchanting d. stop

e. charmfog

8. Choose the best Persian equivalents of the following terms.

---1. associalion 

---2. didactic 

---3. quatrain 

---4. structure 

a . ..i="°L¼ 

b . ..,,_�j.J-1,.;I

C. ��.) 

d. �\.I,;

e . .)1.:.:,:.L. 

C. Fill in the blanks with the following words.

a. unique b. classical c. di like d. expressed

He was not a philosopher and claimed not to be a ...... 1 ••••••• poet 

(both in the Diwan and the MathnawT he proclaims his ...... 2 
.•.•••• hymns
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outline (v) 

give a short general description of something 

proposal (n) 

a plan or suggestion offered 

prosperous (adj) 

successful; wealthy; very favorable 

recast (v) 

put (something written or spoken) into a new fonn 

tendency (n) 

way a person or thing tends to be or behave 

Exercises 

I. Comprehension Exercises

Choose a , b, c or d, whichever best completes each item. 

1. Eliot's first published collection of poems was .................. . 

a. For Lancelot Andrewes

b. The Waste Land

c. Pru frock and Other Observations

d. Murder in the Cathedral.

2. Eliot's last major work "Four Quarters" was in the genre of ............ . 

a. poetry b. essay

c. comedy d. tragedy

11. Vocabulary Exercises

A. Match the words in the left column with their synonyms in the

right column. 

--- I . prosperous a. mind power
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---2. construct b. build

---3. intellect c. suggestion

---4. proposal d. wealtJ1y

B. Choose the best Persian equivalents of the following terms.

---1. allusion 

---2. New Criticism 

- --3. implication

C. Fill in the blanks with the following words.

a. aulhority b. replaced c. reading cl. criticism

Eliot's criticism was the ...... 1 ••••••• of a practicing poet who worked out in 

relation to his ...... 2 
....... of older literature what he needed to hold and to 

admire. He lenl the growing weight of his ...... 3 
....... to that shift in literary 

taste that ...... 4 
••••••• Milton by Donne as the great 17 Lh century English poet. 
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Answer key 

Lesson 1. Genre 

I. Comprehension Exercises
A.
l.T

B. 

l. d

2. F

2. C

II. Vocabulary Exercises
A.

3. T

I .d 2. c 3. a 4. b

8. 

L
C 

C. 

l. d

2. �

2. b

Lesson 2. Form 

3 . ._, 

3. a

I. Comprehension Exercises
A.
I. F 2. F 3. F

B. 

1. d 2. C

II. Vocabulary Exercises
A.

4. C

I. b 2. c 3. a 4. d

B. 

C. 

l. b

2. �

2. C

3. w.ll

3. 1:1 4.c 5.d
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Lesson 3. Style 
I. Comprehension Exercises
A.
1. T 2.F 3. T

B. 

1. a 2.c

11. Vocabulary Exercises
A. 

l.b 2. c 3.a

B. 

l. ...._; 2.) 3 . ......., 

C. 

l.e 2.a 3.c 

Lesson 4. Motif and Theme 
I. Comprehension Exercises
A.
1. T 2. T 3. F

B. 

I. d 2. c

11. Vocabulary Exercises
A.

4.d

4 . .) 

4.b

l. d 2. C 3. b 4. a

B. 

I. ...._;

C. 

l. cl

6. b

2.�I

2.a

Lesson 5. Essay 

3.) 

3. f

I. Comprehension Exercises
A.
I. F 2.F 3. T

B. 

I. d 2.a

4. e

5.d

5.c
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